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The Tenacious (verb) “TO BE”
AKA: 
To Be
Being

(I) Am
(You/They) Are
(He/She/It) Is
(We/They) Were
(He/She/It) Was
(I have) Been
(You have) Been
I’m

It’s

He’s

She’s

They’re


We’re

You’re

Wanted:

For overuse. Excessive overuse. Misdemeanors committed daily for cliché, unoriginal, and predictable behavior, as well as felony offenses right and left for passive construction. 

What to do if you encounter said verb:

1. Highlight the clichéd and unoriginal offender. 
2. Try to replace “TO BE” with a stronger, more appropriate verb. If unsuccessful, completely reconstruct considering the action (verb) to drive your sentence.
EXAMPLES:

1. The wedding was last week.
The wedding took place last week.

2. Angela was sorry for what she did. 

Angela apologized for what she did. 

3. Ginger’s hair was the color of gold.
Ginger’s hair glistened in the sun, gleaming like a gold sequined gown.
4. Bob was drowning.

Bob beat his arms against the surface of the water, flailing for his life.

5. Cynthia was sick to her stomach. 

Cynthia’s stomach churned with sour milk and three bean burritos. 

6. Helga was gored by the bull, El Guapo.

The bull, El Guapo, gored Helga. 

7. The plan was developed for use by the many students.

School Board officials developed the plan with students in mind.  

8. The yard is covered in snow.

The snow covered the yard, smoothing out across the lawn like a blanket.
9. The door was closed by Judy.

Judy closed the door.
